
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

April 14, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg   

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I write to you today to ask for your support of the York County Economic Alliance (YCEA) 
application for a Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant 

in the amount of $15 million from the United States Department of Transportation to advance the 

Codorus Greenway Project.  

The Codorus Creek runs through the heart of historic York, Pennsylvania, a former capital of the 

United States. The creek provided drinking water and powered the water wheels that propelled 

York County to prosperity as a manufacturing center in the 18th century. In 1907, the York Municipal 

League commissioned the famed landscape architect Frederick Law Olmstead to plan a park along the 

banks of the Codorus Creek. Over a hundred years later, the Codorus Greenway Project seeks to 

once again capitalize on the area’s economic, recreational, and transportation potential.  

The benefits of this project are transformative for the City of York, York County, and the region 

beyond. The project will reconnect historically marginalized communities to economic opportunities and 

provide an accessible and equitable multimodal transportation option for those without cars to 

better access jobs, services, and recreation. Additionally, the Codorus Greenway Project will connect to 

regional active transportation and trail networks, including the Heritage Rail Trail, September 11th 

National Memorial Trail, and East Coast Greenway.  

The census tracts included in the project area are some of the most densely populated and 

have unfortunately experienced some of the highest rates of persistent poverty in the County of 

York. The Codorus Greenway Project will provide a designated pedestrian and bike path that 

connects to the region’s mass transit York Transfer Center, to job opportunities located in downtown 

York, and to the Heritage Rail Trail, an accessible recreational amenity that spans 26 miles.  

The project will also have significant environmental benefits for the City of York and 

beyond. The improvements planned in this project will assist York County in meeting sediment and 

nutrient reduction goals, mitigate the impact of storm water runoff in the City of York, and improve water 

quality in the Codorus and in the downstream portion of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. These 

improvements have the added benefit of making the City of York more climate resilient by reducing the 

impact of a 100-year flooding event on the properties along the banks of the creek and the city. 



Furthermore, the project aligns with York County’s Economic Action Plan, meets the 

RAISE Grant merit criteria, and will create lasting benefits in the community. YCEA will match the $15 

million requested in the RAISE application with $15 million obtained from state and local grants as 

well as private donors.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

TOM WOLF 

Governor 



 
 
 
 
 
 

April 13, 2022 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  
Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  
 
I write in support of the application submitted by the York County Economic Alliance (YCEA) 
to the U.S. Department of Transportation for the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) funding for the Codorus Greenway Project. I urge you to give 
this application full and fair consideration.  
 
It is my understanding that the $15 million Codorus Greenway Project will reconnect historically 
marginalized communities to economic opportunities and will provide an accessible and 
equitable multimodal transportation choice for those without cars to better access jobs, services 
and recreation. Additionally, the project will connect to regional active transportation and trail 
networks, including the Heritage Rail Trail, the September 11th National Memorial Trail and 
East Coast Greenway. I am told this project will be transformative for the City of York, York 
County and the entire South Central Pennsylvania region.  
 
It is my understanding that the census tracts included in the project area are some of the most 
densely populated and have unfortunately experienced some of the highest rates of persistent 
poverty in the County of York. The Codorus Greenway Project will provide a designated 
pedestrian and bike path that connects to the rabbittransit York Transfer Center, to job 
opportunities located in downtown York City and to the Heritage Rail Trail, which provides an 
accessible recreational amenity that spans 26 miles.   
 
The project will also have significant environmental benefits for the City of York and the region. 
I am told that the improvements planned in this project will assist York County in meeting 
sediment and nutrient reduction goals, mitigate the impact of storm water runoff in the City of 
York and improve water quality in the Codorus Creek and in the downstream portion of the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed. These improvements have the added benefit of making the City of 
York more climate-resilient by reducing the impact of a 100-year flooding event on the 
properties along the banks of the creek and the city.   
 
  



 
Furthermore, the project aligns with York County’s Economic Action Plan, meets the RAISE 
Grant merit criteria and will create lasting benefits in the community. I understand that YCEA 
will match the $15 million requested in the RAISE application with $15 million obtained from 
state and local grants as well as private donors. I am told that RAISE is the next critical funding 
component to move this project forward.  
 
Thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration. Please include this letter in the official 
record of the application. Consistent with all applicable laws, rules and regulations, I also 
respectfully request that you keep me informed of the status of this grant application. Finally, if 
you have any questions, comments or concerns, please feel free to contact me or my staff at 
(202) 224-6851.  
 
  
 

Sincerely,   

Robert P. Casey, Jr.  
United States Senator 



CAROL HILL-EVANS, MEMBER 
95TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 

28A EAST WING 
P.O. BOX 202095 

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17120-2095 
(717)787-7514 

FAX: (717) 780-4765 

53 E. NORTH STREET, SUITE 3 
YORK, PENNSYLVANIA 17401 

(717)848-9595 
FAX: (717)848-7871 ~~~ .0~~ ~.C~xESE~~~X~t~~S 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
HARRISBURG 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
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At the heart of the City of York sits the Codorus Creek. The creek provided drinking water and 
powered the water wheels that propelled York CounTy to prosperiTy as a manufacturing center in 
the 18~' century. In 1907, the York Municipal League commissioned the famed landscape 
architect Frederick Law Olmstead to plan a park along the banks of the Codorus Creek. Over a 
hundred years later, the dream of revitalizing the Codorus Creek remains top of mind. I write to 
you today to ask for your support of the Redevelopment Authority of the County of York's 
(RACY) application for a Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 
Equity (RAISE) Grant in the amount of $15 million from the United States Department of 
Transportation to advance the Codorus Greenway Project. 

The benefits of this project are transformative for the City of York, York County, and the region 
beyond. The project will reconnect historically marginalized communities to economic 
opportunities. It will provide an accessible and equitable multimodal transportation choice for 
those without cars to better access jobs, services, and recreation. Additionally, the Codorus 
Greenway Project will connect to regional active transportation and trail networks, including the 
Heritage Rail Trail, September 11th National Memorial Trail, and East Coast Greenway. 

The census tracts included in the project area are some of the most densely populated and have 
unfortunately experienced some of the highest rates of persistent poverty in the County of York. 
The Codorus Greenway Project will provide a designated pedestrian and bike path that connects 
to the rabbittransits'" York Transfer Center, job opportunities located in downtown York CiTy, 
and to the Heritage Rail Trail which provides an accessible recreational amenity that spans 26 
miles. 
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The project will also have significant environmental benefits for the City of York and beyond. 
The improvements planned in this project will assist York County in meeting sediment and 
nutrient reduction goals, mitigate the impact of storm water runoff in the City of York, and 
improve water qualiTy in the Codorus and in the downstream portion of the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed. These improvements have the added benefit of making the City of York more 
climate resilient by reducing the impact of a 100-year flooding event on the properties along the 
banks of the creek and the city. 

Furthermore, the project aligns with York County's Economic Action Plan, meets the RAISE 
Grant merit criteria, and will create lasting benefits in the community. RACY will match the $15 
million requested in the RAISE application with $15 million obtained from state and local grants 
as well as private donors. With the assistance of this RAISE Grant from the US Department of 
Transportation, we can bring about a dream that has been 100-years in the making. 

Thank you for your consideration of RACY's application. 

Regards, 

~,~,1~~~ 
Carol Hill-Evans 
State Representative 
95~' Legislative District 



Office of the Secretary 
Rachel Carson State Office Building | P.O. Box 8767 | Harrisburg, PA  17105-8767 | 717.772.9084 | F 717.772.9106 | www.dcnr.pa.gov 

April 8, 2022 

Office of Infrastructure Finance and Innovation 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Grant Administrator: 

Please accept this letter as my agency’s strong support for the York County Economic Aliance's 
application for a Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity 
(RAISE) Grant in the amount of $15 million from the United States Department of 
Transportation to advance the Codorus Greenway Project.  

At the heart of the City of York sits the Codorus Creek. The creek provided drinking water and 
powered the water wheels that propelled York County to prosperity as a manufacturing center in 
the 18th century. In 1907, the York Municipal League commissioned the famed landscape 
architect Frederick Law Olmstead to plan a park along the banks of the Codorus Creek. Over a 
hundred years later, the dream of revitalizing the Codorus Creek remains top of mind.  

The benefits of this project are transformative for the City of York, York County, and the region 
beyond. The project will reconnect historically marginalized communities to economic 
opportunities. It will provide an accessible and equitable multimodal transportation choice for 
those without cars to better access jobs, services, and recreation. Additionally, the Codorus 
Greenway Project will connect to regional active transportation and trail networks, including the 
Heritage Rail Trail, September 11th National Memorial Trail, and East Coast Greenway.  

The census tracts included in the project area are some of the most densely populated and have 
unfortunately experienced some of the highest rates of persistent poverty in the County of York. 
The Codorus Greenway Project will provide a designated pedestrian and bike path that connects 
to the rabbittransit York Transfer Center, job opportunities located in downtown York City, and 
to the Heritage Rail Trail which provides an accessible recreational amenity that spans 26 miles. 

The project will also have significant environmental benefits for the City of York and beyond. 
The improvements planned in this project will assist York County in meeting sediment and 
nutrient reduction goals, mitigate the impact of storm water runoff in the City of York, and 
improve water quality in the Codorus and in the downstream portion of the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed. These improvements have the added benefit of making the City of York more 
climate resilient by reducing the impact of a 100-year flooding event on the properties along the 
banks of the creek and the city.  

Furthermore, the project aligns with York County’s Economic Action Plan, meets the RAISE 
Grant merit criteria, and will create lasting benefits in the community. YCEA will match the 
$15 
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million requested in the RAISE application with $15 million obtained from state and local grants 
as well as private donors. With the assistance of this RAISE Grant from the US Department of 
Transportation, we can bring about a dream that has been 100-years in the making.  

Thank you for your consideration of YCEA’s application. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Adams Dunn 
Secretary 



The City of York
Pennsylvania

Office of City Council 
101 S. George St. 
York, PA 17401 

April 12, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

At the heart of the City of York sits the Codorus Creek. The creek provided drinking water and powered 
the water wheels that propelled York County to prosperity as a manufacturing center in the 18th 
century. In 1907, the York Municipal League commissioned the famed landscape architect Frederick 
Law Olmstead to plan a park along the banks of the Codorus Creek. Over a hundred years later, the 
dream of revitalizing the Codorus Creek remains top of mind. We write to you today to ask for your 
support of the York County Economic Alliance's (YCEA) application for a Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant in the amount of $15 million from the 
United States Department of Transportation to advance the Codorus Greenway Project.  

The benefits of this project are transformative for the City of York, York County, and the region beyond. 
The project will reconnect historically marginalized communities to economic opportunities. It will 
provide an accessible and equitable multimodal transportation choice for those without cars to better 
access jobs, services, and recreation. Additionally, the Codorus Greenway Project will connect to 
regional active transportation and trail networks, including the Heritage Rail Trail, September 11th 
National Memorial Trail, and East Coast Greenway.  

The census tracts included in the project area are some of the most densely populated and have 
unfortunately experienced some of the highest rates of persistent poverty in the County of York. The 
Codorus Greenway Project will provide a designated pedestrian and bike path that connects to the 
rabbittransit York Transfer Center, job opportunities located in downtown York City, and to the Heritage 
Rail Trail which provides an accessible recreational amenity that spans 26 miles.  

The project will also have significant environmental benefits for the City of York and beyond. The 
improvements planned in this project will assist York County in meeting sediment and nutrient reduction 
goals, mitigate the impact of stormwater runoff in the City of York, and improve water quality in the 
Codorus and in the downstream portion of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. 

Sandie Walker, President 

Edquina Washington, Vice President 

Lou Rivera, Member 

Betsy Buckingham, Member 

Dr. Felicia O. A. Dennis, Member 

Dianna L. Thompson, City Clerk 

P: (717) 849-2246 

F: (717) 812-0557 
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These improvements have the added benefit of making the City of York more climate-resilient by 
reducing the impact of a 100-year flooding event on the properties along the banks of the creek and 
the city.  

Furthermore, the project aligns with York County’s Economic Action Plan, meets the RAISE Grant 
merit criteria, and will create lasting benefits in the community. YCEA will match the 
$15 million requested in the RAISE application with $15 million obtained from state and local grants as 
well as private donors. With the assistance of this RAISE Grant from the US Department of 
Transportation, we can bring about a dream that has been 100-years in the making.  

Thank you for your consideration of YCEA’s application. 

Regards, 

Members of York City Council: 

________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Sandie Walker, President   Edquina Washington, Vice President 

________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Lou Rivera, Member  Betsy Buckingham, Member 

_________________________________ 
Dr. Felicia O. A. Dennis, Member 



 
 

 
 
 

The City of York 
Pennsylvania 

The Honorable Michael R. Helfrich, Mayor 
 

 

Office of the Mayor 

101 South George Street 
York, PA 17401 
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April 12, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
At the heart of the City of York sits the Codorus Creek. The creek provided drinking water and 
powered the water wheels that propelled York County to prosperity as a manufacturing center in the 
18th century. In 1907, the York Municipal League commissioned the famed landscape architect 
Frederick Law Olmstead to plan a park along the banks of the Codorus Creek. Over a hundred years 
later, the dream of revitalizing the Codorus Creek remains top of mind. I write to you today to ask for 
your support of the Redevelopment Authority of the County of York’s (RACY) application for a 

Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant in the amount 
of $15 million from the United States Department of Transportation to advance the Codorus Greenway 
Project.  
 
The benefits of this project are transformative for the City of York, York County, and the region 
beyond. The project will reconnect historically marginalized communities to economic opportunities. 
It will provide an accessible and equitable multimodal transportation choice for those without cars to 
better access jobs, services, and recreation. Additionally, the Codorus Greenway Project will connect 
to regional active transportation and trail networks, including the Heritage Rail Trail, September 11th 
National Memorial Trail, and East Coast Greenway.  
 
The census tracts included in the project area are some of the most densely populated and have 
unfortunately experienced some of the highest rates of persistent poverty in the County of York. The 
Codorus Greenway Project will provide a designated pedestrian and bike path that connects to the 
rabbittransit York Transfer Center, job opportunities located in downtown York City, and to the 
Heritage Rail Trail which provides an accessible recreational amenity that spans 26 miles.  
 
The project will also have significant environmental benefits for the City of York and beyond. The 
improvements planned in this project will assist York County in meeting sediment and nutrient 
reduction goals, mitigate the impact of stormwater runoff in the City of York, and improve water 
quality in the Codorus and in the downstream portion of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. These 
improvements have the added benefit of making the City of York more climate-resilient by reducing 
the impact of a 100-year flooding event on the properties along the banks of the creek and the city.  
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Furthermore, the project aligns with York County’s Economic Action Plan, meets the RAISE Grant 

merit criteria, and will create lasting benefits in the community. RACY will match the $15 million 
requested in the RAISE application with $15 million obtained from state and local grants as well as 
private donors. With the assistance of this RAISE Grant from the US Department of Transportation, 
we can bring about a dream that has been 100-years in the making.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of RACY’s application.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Michael R. Helfrich, Mayor 
City of York, PA 
 



 

Advancement Office 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

At the heart of the City of York sits the Codorus Creek. The creek provided drinking water and powered 

the water wheels that propelled York County to prosperity as a manufacturing center in the 18th century. 

In 1907, the York Municipal League commissioned the famed landscape architect Frederick Law Olmstead 

to plan a park along the banks of the Codorus Creek. Over a hundred years later, the dream of revitalizing 

the Codorus Creek remains top of mind. I write to you today to ask for your support of the 

Redevelopment Authority of the County of York’s (RACY) application for a Rebuilding American 

Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant in the amount of $15 million from the United 

States Department of Transportation to advance the Codorus Greenway Project.  

 

The benefits of this project are transformative for the City of York, York County, and the region beyond. 

The project will reconnect historically marginalized communities to economic opportunities. It will 

provide an accessible and equitable multimodal transportation choice for those without cars to better 

access jobs, services, and recreation. Additionally, the Codorus Greenway Project will connect to regional 

active transportation and trail networks, including the Heritage Rail Trail, September 11th National 

Memorial Trail, and East Coast Greenway.  

 

The census tracts included in the project area are some of the most densely populated and have 

unfortunately experienced some of the highest rates of persistent poverty in the County of York. The 

Codorus Greenway Project will provide a designated pedestrian and bike path that connects to the 

rabbittransit York Transfer Center, job opportunities located in downtown York City, and to the Heritage 

Rail Trail which provides an accessible recreational amenity that spans 26 miles.  

 

The project will also have significant environmental benefits for the City of York and beyond. The 

improvements planned in this project will assist York County in meeting sediment and nutrient reduction 

goals, mitigate the impact of stormwater runoff in the City of York, and improve water quality in the 

Codorus and in the downstream portion of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. These improvements have 

the added benefit of making the City of York more climate-resilient by reducing the impact of a 100-year 

flooding event on the properties along the banks of the creek and the city.  
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Furthermore, the project aligns with York County’s Economic Action Plan, meets the RAISE Grant merit 

criteria, and will create lasting benefits in the community. RACY will match the $15 million requested in 

the RAISE application with $15 million obtained from state and local grants as well as private donors. With 

the assistance of this RAISE Grant from the US Department of Transportation, we can bring about a 

dream that has been 100-years in the making.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of RACY’s application.  

 

Regards,  

 

Jeff Vermeulen 

Assistant Vice President for External Relations 

York College of Pennsylvania 



 
 

                            Susquehanna Regional Transportation Authority 
 

                                                                 Serving Adams, Columbia, Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Harrisburg City, 
                                                                               Montour, Northumberland, Perry, Snyder, Union and York 

901 N. Cameron Street, Harrisburg PA  17101   T:  1-717-233-5657   F:  717-238-8307  rabbittransit.org 
 

 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
At the heart of the City of York sits the Codorus Creek. The creek provided drinking water and powered the water 
wheels that propelled York County to prosperity as a manufacturing center in the 18th century. In 1907, the York 
Municipal League commissioned the famed landscape architect Frederick Law Olmstead to plan a park along the 
banks of the Codorus Creek. Over a hundred years later, the dream of revitalizing the Codorus Creek remains top of 
mind. I write to you today to ask for your support of the Redevelopment Authority of the County of York’s (RACY) 

application for a Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant in the amount 
of $15 million from the United States Department of Transportation to advance the Codorus Greenway Project.  
 
The benefits of this project are transformative for the City of York, York County, and the region beyond. The project 
will reconnect historically marginalized communities to economic opportunities. It will provide an accessible and 
equitable multimodal transportation choice for those without cars to better access jobs, services, and recreation. 
Additionally, the Codorus Greenway Project will connect to regional active transportation and trail networks, including 
the Heritage Rail Trail, September 11th National Memorial Trail, and East Coast Greenway.  
 
The census tracts included in the project area are some of the most densely populated and have unfortunately 
experienced some of the highest rates of persistent poverty in the County of York. The Codorus Greenway Project will 
provide a designated pedestrian and bike path that connects to the rabbittransit York Transfer Center, job opportunities 
located in downtown York City, and to the Heritage Rail Trail which provides an accessible recreational amenity that 
spans 26 miles.  
 
The project will also have significant environmental benefits for the City of York and beyond. The improvements 
planned in this project will assist York County in meeting sediment and nutrient reduction goals, mitigate the impact of 
stormwater runoff in the City of York, and improve water quality in the Codorus and in the downstream portion of the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed. These improvements have the added benefit of making the City of York more climate- 

resilient by reducing the impact of a 100-year flooding event on the properties along the banks of the creek and the 
city.  
 
Furthermore, the project aligns with York County’s Economic Action Plan, meets the RAISE Grant merit criteria, and 
will create lasting benefits in the community. RACY will match the $15 million requested in the RAISE application 
with $15 million obtained from state and local grants as well as private donors. With the assistance of this RAISE 
Grant from the US Department of Transportation, we can bring about a dream that has been 100-years in the making.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of RACY’s application.  
 
Regards,  
 
 
 
 
Richard Farr  
Executive Director  



The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SW  
Washington, D.C. 20590  

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  

At the heart of the City of York sits the Codorus Creek. The creek provided drinking water and powered the water 
wheels that propelled York County to prosperity as a manufacturing center in the 18th century. In 1907, the York 
Municipal League commissioned the famed landscape architect Frederick Law Olmstead to plan a park along the 
banks of the Codorus Creek. Over a hundred years later, the dream of revitalizing the Codorus Creek 
remains top of mind. I write to you today to ask for your support of the York County Economic Alliance's 
(YCEA) application for a Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 
Grant in the amount of $15 million from the United States Department of Transportation to advance the 
Codorus Greenway Project.  

The benefits of this project are transformative for the City of York, York County, and the region beyond. 
The pro-ject will reconnect historically marginalized communities to economic opportunities. It will 
provide an accessible and equitable multimodal transportation choice for those without cars to better 
access jobs, services, and recreation. Additionally, the Codorus Greenway Project will connect to 
regional active  transportation and trail networks, including the Heritage Rail Trail, September 11th 
National Memorial Trail, and East Coast Greenway.  

The census tracts included in the project area are some of the most densely populated and have 
unfortunately experienced some of the highest rates of persistent poverty in the County of York. The 
Codorus Greenway Pro-ject will provide a designated pedestrian and bike path that connects to the 
rabbittransit York Transfer Center, job opportunities located in downtown York City, and to the Heritage 
Rail Trail which provides an accessible recreational amenity that spans 26 miles.  

The project will also have significant environmental benefits for the City of York and beyond. The  
improvements planned in this project will assist York County in meeting sediment and nutrient reduction 
goals, mitigate the impact of storm water runoff in the City of York, and improve water quality in the 
Codorus and in the downstream portion of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. These improvements have 
the added benefit of making the City of York more climate resilient by reducing the impact of a 100-year 
flooding event on the properties along the banks of the creek and the city. 

Furthermore, the project aligns with York County’s Economic Action Plan, meets the RAISE Grant merit  
criteria, and will create lasting benefits in the community. YCEA will match the $15 million requested in 
the RAISE application with $15 million obtained from state and local grants as well as private donors. 
With the assistance of this RAISE Grant from the US Department of Transportation, we can bring about a 
dream that has been 100-years in the making. Thank you for your consideration of YCEA’s application.  

YMCA OF YORK AND YORK COUNTY - Eastern Branch 
4075 East Market St. , York PA 17406 
(717) 650-1270



YMCA OF YORK AND YORK COUNTY - Eastern Branch 
4075 East Market St. , York PA 17406 
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Regards, 

Jose A. Santiago

Jose A. Santiago 

Director of Community Development  
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Julie Wheeler  

President Commissioner 
           April 14, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg   
Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
 
Dear Secretary, Buttigieg.  
 
At the heart of the City of York sits the Codorus Creek. The creek provided drinking water and powered 
the water wheels that propelled York County to prosperity as a manufacturing center in the 18th century. 
In 1907, the York Municipal League commissioned the famed landscape architect Frederick Law 
Olmstead to plan a park along the banks of the Codorus Creek. Over a hundred years later, the dream of 
revitalizing the Codorus Creek remains top of mind. I write to you today to ask for your support of the 
York County Economic Alliance’s (YCEA) application for a Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant in the amount of $15 million from the United States 
Department of Transportation to advance the Codorus Greenway Project.  
 
The benefits of this project are transformative for the City of York, York County, and the region beyond. 
The project will reconnect historically marginalized communities to economic opportunities. It will 
provide an accessible and equitable multimodal transportation choice for those without cars to better 
access jobs, services, and recreation. Additionally, the Codorus Greenway Project will connect to regional 
active transportation and trail networks, including the Heritage Rail Trail, September 11th National 
Memorial Trail, and East Coast Greenway.  
 
The census tracts included in the project area are some of the most densely populated and have 
unfortunately experienced some of the highest rates of persistent poverty in the County of York. The 
Codorus Greenway Project will provide a designated pedestrian and bike path that connects to the 
rabbittransit York Transfer Center, job opportunities located in downtown York City, and to the Heritage 
Rail Trail which provides an accessible recreational amenity that spans 26 miles.  
 
The project will also have significant environmental benefits for the City of York and beyond. The 
improvements planned in this project will assist York County in meeting sediment and nutrient reduction 
goals, mitigate the impact of storm water runoff in the City of York, and improve water quality in the 
Codorus and in the downstream portion of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. These improvements have the 
added benefit of making the City of York more climate resilient by reducing the impact of a 100-year 
flooding event on the properties along the banks of the creek and the city.  
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Furthermore, the project aligns with York County’s Economic Action Plan, meets the RAISE Grant merit 
criteria, and will create lasting benefits in the community. YCEA will match the $15 million requested in 
the RAISE application with $15 million obtained from state and local grants as well as private donors. 
With the assistance of this RAISE Grant from the US Department of Transportation, we can bring about a 
dream that has been 100-years in the making.  

Thank you for your consideration of YCEA’s application. 

Yours in service, 

Julie Wheeler, President Commissioner 


