
A TOOL FOR ADDRESSING 
BLIGHTED PROPERTIES 
ACROSS YORK COUNTY

The Blighted Property Review Committee 
(BPRC) is a county-appointed body established 
to help municipalities in York County address 
vacant, abandoned, and deteriorated 
properties that negatively affect property 
values, public safety, and neighborhood 
stability.

Through a defined legal process, the BPRC 
identifies and certifies properties as blighted to 
facilitate rehabilitation, redevelopment, or reuse in 
partnership with county redevelopment entities.

The BPRC operates under Pennsylvania’s 
Urban Redevelopment Law, providing 
municipalities with a structured, 
enforceable framework for addressing 
persistent blight beyond traditional code 
enforcement.

The BPRC is a strategic resource for 
municipalities seeking long-term 
solutions for problem properties that 
remain blighted despite enforcement 
efforts. 

WHAT DOES THE BPRC DO?

The BPRC reviews properties that meet the 
definition of blight, including the following: 

•  Vacant or abandoned

•  Neglected or underutilized

•  Structurally deteriorated and unsafe

Once a property is certified as blighted, the legal 
process enables action by the:

•  Redevelopment Authority of the County of York (RACY)

•  York County Land Bank Authority (YCLBA)

These entities may acquire, clear, manage, or convey properties for 
residential, commercial, or industrial reuse, consistent with the 
Urban Redevelopment Law.

The goal of the BPRC process is to:

•  Reduce the negative impacts of blight

•  Stabilize neighborhoods

•  Increase property values; incentivize reinvestment 
   and productive reuse
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HOW DOES THE PROCESS WORK?

Note: Blight certification in the City of York occurs via the City’s Vacant Property Review Committee. 

BPRC members are appointed by the York County 
Commissioners and represent communities countywide. 

The York County Economic Alliance provides 
administrative and staff support.

For additional information or inquiries regarding 
the BPRC process, contact:

Erin Strine
Manager, Economic & Community Development
York County Economic Alliance

EStrine@yceapa.org

1. FORM SUBMISSION

2. NOTIFICATION OF 
    PROCESS

3. BLIGHT CERTIFICATION

4. OWNER NOTIFICATION

5. REMEDIATION OR  
    APPEAL

6. ACQUISITION ACTION
      (ONLY IF NO ATTEMPT TO REMEDIATE THE 
      PROPERTY OCCURS)

The online BPRC Intake Form may be used by 
municipalities to submit properties for consideration 
to determine if it may be legally designated as 
blighted. Properties submitted for this purpose 
must meet at least one definition of the legal 
definition of blight. 

A municipality should make a good faith 
effort to contact the property and encourage 
remediation prior to referring the property 
to the BPRC. This may include citations for 
violations of the property maintenance code, 
and/or other applicable ordinances. 

The property owner is issued an order, typically allowing 
approximately 60 days to begin rehabilitation. 

The Owner of the property will be provided with an 
opportunity to remediate the blighted conditions and/or 
appeal the blight certification. Funding may be available 
via the York County Land Bank Authority to assist with 
the demolition/remediation of a property if the blighted 
conditions are not the result of neglect by the present 
owner.

If the owner fails to act, the blight certification will be 
referred to the York County Planning Commission, 
Municipality, and RACY. If all three entities confirm the 
blight certification, condemnation and acquisition via 
eminent domain becomes permissible. 

Once accepted into the program, BPRC will notify 
the property owner in writing. If no response is 
received, due diligence will begin to certify the 
property as blighted.

Certification of blight follows a formal review and 
documentation process. The BPRC determines that 
a property meets the legal definition of blight under 
Act 201.
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